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Introduction 

This paper provides a comparison of the movies A Raising in the Sun (1961) and Imitation of Life (1934). A Raising in the Sun can be considered as a film that has been produced by Philip Rose and directed by Daniel Petrie. The film has been adapted from the play named the same by Lorraine Hansberry. The storyline of the film follows a African American family that seeks a better life in the city. Imitation of life is also a classic film that has been produced by Carl Laemmie and directed by John Stahl. Like the first film, it is also based on a novel of the same name by Fannie Hurst (Hurst, 2004). The two films are similar in many ways. The development of both storylines has described the hopes, dreams and also the frustrations of black people as they try to break the poverty cycle and also the curse of racism. The films have provided a storyline about how families have tried to break the unspoken barriers that have been created by their own states. 
Characterization 

In the Imitation of Life, both Paola and Delilah live together but they are unequal due to their social affiliation. While being brought up together, it is clear that Paola has been hiding her racial identity and this leads to tensions across her lifetime. However, Delilah is illustrated as an individual who has worked hard to achieve her desires and even ends up fighting for her own life. Paola’s desire is to become a white person as she understands the privilege that comes up with living as a white individual in her life. It’s clear that being black in the 1900 prevented many African American women from achieving their goals and dreams. The perpetuation of stereotyping is one that has led to increased racial gap within the film. In the Raising in the Sun film, it is evident that the realization of the dreams of the black family that has escaped from the grinding frustrations and issues of racism is one of the significant challenges that the family seems to face in its ability to deal with the reality of life. The realization of dreams and hopes is one of the most unique ideas that have been raised in the development of the film (Hurst, 2004). 
Impact on Audience 


The two films have a significant impact on the audience as they demonstrate that a typical African American family can break barriers and still live a normal life. It is clearly that the films have demonstrated that it is easier for the family to live in a well lived life after achieving their set plans and goals. In the Raisin in the Sun film, the audience notes the challenges the characters undergo making them to face difficult challenges and overcoming them to live normal lives.  In the Imitation of Life (1934) film, it is clear that the American family lives a life that has been filled with poverty. They end up breaking the racial barriers which leads to the thought that it is easy for individuals to live their expected lives. 

The two Melodramas’ have demonstrated the tragedy of being black and how it could have a negative impact on an individual. It is clear that both films have illustrated the negative side effect of being born black. The films have shown that being black is not only a tragedy of life but can lead to the social melodrama that can have a significant impact on an individual life. The films have illustrated the tragedy of being born black and how it can affect an individual’s motives while at the same time contribute to negative side effect on an individual’s life. It’s clear that being black has been associated with negative limelight as it can affect the life of an individual. The hope of breaking barrier in a life filled with racial hatred is one which the audience can learn to deal with while at the same time having a significant impact on their individual lives (Hansberry, 1995).
Conclusion


To sum it up, both A Raising in the Sun (1961) and Imitation of Life (1934) are two major films that have been based on the idea of racial identity and tension that exists in the society. The two films have revolved around broken dreams, hope for the future and also the breaking down of ceilings that had been established as a result of racial identity.  In the Imitation of Life film, it is clear that the relationship that exists between two women, one who is white and the other who is black and their daughters has clearly painted a picture of the existing identity in the society and the racial tension that exists in the two families. Its clear that the daughters end up breaking the poverty barrier that has been created as a result of the racial tensions that exist in the two families. The raising in the Sun presents the idea of black family trying to live the American dream. They have to determine the insurance policies they would pay for them to achieve success in the country they have moved to. Their investment creates an opportunity for them to live a life filled with hope and dreams for their future.
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